WHAT DO YE MORE THAN OTHERS?
Christianity is a religion of action. People have it in
their heads that religion is about what a “church” or
“organization” can do for them. The idea is backwards as we
should be looking for what can we do for God. Christianity
provides the answer to that question which we must do if we
want a home in heaven. Not only that, Christianity asks of its
followers that they excel those of the world and even other
false religions in many areas.
Christ, shortly after providing the commandment to love
our enemies, states in Matthew 5:47 “And if ye salute your
brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the
publicans so?” The critical focus in this article is on that
powerful question: “what do ye more than others?” At the
root of this question lies the heart of Christianity. Christianity
is a religion of action, not useless motion, but rather carefully
calculated actions that are above the sinfulness of the world
and in accordance with the will of Christ. When we challenge
ourselves to do more than others, not to make ourselves
appear better than them but rather to please our Lord and
Master, then we begin to realize just what Christianity is all
about: doing what is right above all else. This is precisely
what Christ had in mind as He follows up verse 47 of
Matthew 5 with this statement “Be ye therefore perfect, even
as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” We understand
the word “perfect” does not mean we can never sin, rather the
word “perfect” describes “completeness”. Thayer defines the
word as “wanting nothing necessary to completeness”. It
would be simple to do this above the masses as most are not
right with God but that is not the challenge. The challenge is
to be perfect even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.
The bar has been set and it is high – high as heaven in fact.
That is the task at hand and the Christian is up for it where all
others will fall short. How can we accomplish this goal?
Christ provides answers for this question in the
preceding verses. Notice beginning in Matthew 5:13 “Ye are
the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour,
wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing,
but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.” The

Christian, like salt, is to be used for preservation. Preservation
in the spiritual realm is the major goal as we are to, like Christ,
seek and save the lost by teaching and preaching the Word of
God to them. What happens when we do not go out and we do
not teach? What happens when we do not follow the Word?
We lose our savor. How many of you would like to have salt
that has no preservation or redeeming qualities? Not a one of
us and so too is the one that proclaims to be a follower of
Christ and then refuses to teach. In fact the phrase “lost his
savor” means to act foolishly. Christ clearly defines a fool in
His illustration in Matthew 7:26 “And every one that heareth
these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened
unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand”.
People know about the Bible but that is not enough. We
must follow it and teach it. Make no mistake either you teach
even when your Bible is not open. Matthew 5:14-16 informs
us that “Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an
hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it
under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all
that are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that
they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which
is in heaven.” The world is watching perhaps now more than
ever. The Christian is a light reflector of the ultimate light –
Jesus Christ. Christ tells us in John 3:19-20 “And this is the
condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For
every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the
light, lest his deeds should be reproved.” The world is not
going to stand up for the truth and furthermore will seek to
snuff out our light! Let us be sure we do not let them do it and
even more so that we do not do it for them! We can snuff out
our own light by hiding it under a bushel – by being ashamed
of being a Christian. We need never to be ashamed of the
Gospel as we echo with Paul in Romans 1:16 “For I am not
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also
to the Greek.”
Be sure your actions, your speech, your time expenditure
and your life are being guided by Christ and not Satan. The
Word of God will let you know which side you are on but in

order to know you must open it up and study. All of the
Word of God is important as Christ states in verses 19-20
of Matthew 5 “Whosoever therefore shall break one of
these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he
shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but
whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be
called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I say unto you,
That except your righteousness shall exceed the
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no
case enter into the kingdom of heaven.” We cannot pick
and choose what we want to believe and be acceptable to
God. We have to follow the entirety of His Word. For us
that means the entire New Testament and if we break
even one tenant of this Law we have sin in our lives. The
scribes and the Pharisees knew all about tenants and
divisions of the Law as they had done a masterful job of
keeping up with the outward traditions. True Christianity
is seated in the heart and seeks the higher things –
spiritual things – whereas the Pharisees and we might as
well say other denominations focus more on the physical.
How do I know that? Their actions and their doctrine are
oftentimes not in accordance with God’s Law. If it is not
in accordance with the will of God then it does not tend to
spiritual things. Paul stated in Romans 14:17-18 “For the
kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness,
and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. For he that in these
things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and approved
of men.” The kingdom of God – the church – is primarily
focused on the spiritual side of man for these are the
things which matter most. When our focus shifts away
from that then we lose the purpose of Christianity.
What are we doing more than others today? If we
cannot honestly answer that question with plenty of good
answers then we need to get busy! If we can answer that
question with plenty of good answers there is always
more we can do for the Lord! Let us set our sights firmly
on Jesus Christ and press toward the mark for the prize of
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 3:14)
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