THIS WE MUST ACCOMPLISH

The beautiful church of our Lord is a grand institution. It
was established in Jerusalem around A.D. 33 by the Lord
Himself. A greater entity does not exist, for it consists of a
blood-bought people, known as the church, who are baptized
for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38). The church has been
called out of darkness and translated into the kingdom of
God’s dear Son (Col. 1:13). It exists as a royal priesthood (I
Pet. 2:9) and for a holy purpose. That purpose is summed up
in I Peter 2:9, where it is said that God’s spiritual house (2:5)
must “show forth the praises of him who hath called you out
of darkness . . . .” Our task then is to announce the praises of
God. But, how is this to be accomplished? What objectives
have been given by God to carry out this goal for the church?
In general terms, there are three such objectives. The church
must evangelize, edify its members, and practice benevolence.
Let us examine the first of these God-ordained works for the
church of Christ.

Evangelism Defined

Evangelism comes from a Greek verb which has
reference to making an announcement or bringing good news
(cf. I Tim. 4:5; Eph. 4:11). It shares the same root or stem
with the word gospel, where it is used as a noun in several
places in the Bible for the message of salvation and truth (e.g.
Rom. 1:16; I Cor. 9:16; II Thess. 1:8). Evangelism, then, is the
act of making known the good news of salvation. It involves
members of the church preaching and teaching those things
which lost souls need to hear, believe, and obey. Christ, the
Head of the church, practiced evangelism, taught evangelism,
and commanded evangelism. Observe the following points:

Evangelism Practiced By Christ

Jesus was the greatest Evangelist to ever walk the earth.
From His youth, when He taught the doctors at the temple
(Luke 2) until His death, when He converted a thief, Jesus was
the model evangelist. He cared for the souls of the rich and the
poor. He wanted to save the outcasts (like the woman of

Samaria, John 4) and the despised (like the Jewish tax
collector, Luke 19). He loved souls of all ages (Mt. 8) and of
all social standings (John 3). He constantly looked for
opportunities and circumstances of daily life from which He
could teach about salvation. For example, He used a drink of
water (John 4) a piece of bread (John 6), and the death of a
friend (John 11) to open the door to discussions about salvation
and eternity. He spent hour upon hour teaching and preaching
the good news of the kingdom. He came to seek and save the
lost (Luke 19:10).

Evangelism Taught By Christ

Jesus not only practiced evangelism, but He taught about it
as well. Many of His lessons focused upon soul-saving, as in
the parables of the sower (Luke 8) and the lost sheep (Luke
15). He emphasized the value of the soul in Matthew 16:26 and
taught His disciples to become fishers of men (Luke 5). Upon
an occasion of seeing multitudes of souls in various villages
and cities, Jesus taught His disciples to pray for laborers which
would be sent into a ripe and teeming field of souls.
Evangelism permeated our Lord’s private and public teaching.

Evangelism Commanded By Christ

The last words Christ uttered from earth before He
ascended to the Father concerned the necessity of evangelism.
“Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every
creature” is a commission passed down to every disciple (MKk.
16:15). Jesus commanded that we must “teach all nations” and
that “repentance and remission of sins should be preached in
His name among all” (Mt. 28:19; Luke 24:47). “Go ye” is an
imperative. Disciples of Christ must evangelize.

The imparting of the gospel to others is foundational and
essential. If we fail to carry out this work, then we are failing in
our service to Christ and to humanity. We are failing humanity,
for we possess a cure and answer for their sin problem. We are
failing Christ, because the salvation of souls was His objective
and His concern. If we are truly disciples of Christ, then we
will emulate our Lord’s example and, therefore, practice

evangelism, and encourage others to evangelize. The
church must never lose sight of its work as demanded by
its Head. Remember what Jesus said: “Go ye into all the
world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” (MKk.
16:15); this we must accomplish.

John Moore from SWSBS.EDU

TELL THE GOSPEL TO A FRIEND!

My friend I stand in judgment now,
And feel that you're part to blame some how.
On earth I walked with you day by day,
And never did you show me the way.
You knew the Lord in truth and glory,
But never did you tell the story.

My knowledge then was very dim,
You could have led me safe to Him.
Though we lived together here on earth,
You never told me of the second birth.
And I know I stand this day condemned,
To me you failed to mention Him.
You taught me many things, that's true,
I called you friend and trusted you.
But I learned, now that it's too late,
That you could have helped me from this fate.
You let me live and love and die,
Knowing that I'd never live on high.
Yes, I called you friend in life,

And trusted you through joy and strife.
But coming to this dreadful end,

I cannot now call you my friend.
(Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16)



ANNIVERSARY
Bob and Dee Adams, 10-16. 52nd - Congratulations!

BIRTHDAYS
Wanda Wilson, 10-15; Melanie Tullis, 10-19.

ILL

Sunday: Allen Scott, Chris Edwards (PM). Lynda Cole
will have tests on Oct. 18 and heart valve surgery on Oct.
19 at St. Luke’s in Kansas City. Jamal Abyad had cancer
surgery on Oct. 11 at Houston, TX. Ron Wood is in
critical condition on a ventilator in the ICU at the Mayo
Clinic in Florida. Please remember these in your prayers.
Those battling cancer: Jamal Abyad, Diane Cannon,
David Cole, Ledgia Campbell and Ron Wood. Please
remember these, as well as: Janice Carter, Lynda Cole,
Meredith Greer, Millie Robertson, Allen Scott, and Ralph
and Helen Franklin.

HOME BOUND

Bob Adams is in Room D-4 of the Johnson County
Nursing Center in Olathe. Marion Stone is at home.
Please remember these in your prayers and visitation.

OUT OF TOWN

Jeremy Keifer is in Sapulpa, OK visiting with relatives.
Myron Nebergall was in Newton, KS Wednesday night.
The O’Connor’s returned from Peru last week and will be
leaving for their work in Latvia this week.

MEN’S BUSINESS MEETING

There will be a Men’s Business Meeting held this Sunday
following our AM worship to discuss the 2007 budget.

LADIES CLASS

The Ladies Bible Class has resumed its normal schedule
of meeting each Wednesday at 10:00 AM. All ladies are
encouraged to attend these classes.

ATTENDANCE
Sunday AM, 66; Sunday PM, 43; Wednesday PM, 46.

Those To Serve
October 15, 2006

BUILDING AND COMMUNION.........ccosemmermnnnnnes Thomas
MORNING WORSHIP

ANNOUNCEMENTS.......ccoormmrrrrreinnnes George Thomas
SONG LEADER........ccciirmeirrenirseanersssssrensnns Joel Nelson
OPENING PRAYER.............cccceineeeees John Cody Carter
PRESIDE.........coireeiireeirressirressssenssrsnsssnenes John Carter
ASSIST ... e raa—, Jared Nelson
ASSIST ... e e n e ans John James
CLOSING PRAYER.......cccoormirrmirrenerenas Charles Tullis

EVENING WORSHIP

OPENING PRAYER............cco e Gary Cole
CLOSING PRAYER.....cccciiieircnmeeeenneeens John Dodson
LORD’S SUPPER.........oooiirirrrrrrersnnennnnnnnnnens John Carter
WEDNESDAY 18th
SONG LEADER........cooorriirrcineenas Myron Nebergall
INVITATION ... John Cody Carter
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday
Bible Study ..o 9:30 AM
Morning Worship.........coooeeveeeeen. 10:30 AM
Evening Worship ......cccccooviiiinneee. 6:00 PM
Wednesday
Ladies Bible Study ...................... 10:00 AM
Bible Study ........ccvvveeeeeiiie 7:00 PM

Preacher: Ted J. Thrasher
Phone: (913) 764-2325
E-mail: olathecoc@sbcglobal.net
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