
A CHRISTIAN IS CHANGED 

Paul wrote, “For ye were sometimes darkness, but 

now ye are light in the Lord: walk as children of light” 

(Eph. 5:8). 

It is evident that these people had made a great change. 

Darkness and light are opposite extremes. There was a time 

when the people at Ephesus were “dead in trespasses and 

sins” (Eph. 2:1). They were then spiritually dead, but now 

they were alive. What a change! Every Christian is a changed 

person. 

The Mind Has Been Changed By Faith 

On Pentecost, the minds of many of the Jews present 

were changed by the preaching they heard. “Now when they 

heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto 

Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, 

what shall we do?” (Acts 2:37).  

Faith is produced by hearing the word of God (Rom. 

10:17). The faith that saves comes in no other way. Some 

claim the Lord puts faith into the minds of individuals in some 

mysterious way, but such is false doctrine. 

The Will Has Been Changed By Repentance 

Paul said there was a time when God overlooked 

ignorance, “but now commandeth all men every where to 

repent” (Acts 17:30). 

Someone has rightly said that, “The theme of the Bible 

is repent or perish, turn or burn.” Those who refuse to change 

their minds cannot go to heaven. 

The Allegiance Has Been Changed By Confession 

When one confesses his faith in Jesus as Lord, he is in 

reality confessing his allegiance to Christ and expressing his 

desire to follow Him in life. Paul said, “For with the heart 

man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth 

confession is made unto salvation” (Rom. 10:10). 

If we are not willing to confess Christ before men, He 

will not confess us before His Father in heaven (Mt. 10:32). 

One’s Relationship Is Changed By Baptism 

A sinner — one who is out of Christ — changes his 

relationship when he is scripturally baptized. Paul wrote, 

“Know ye not that so many of us as were baptized into 

Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?” (Rom. 6:3). 

Again, he wrote, “For as many of you as have been baptized 

into Christ have put on Christ” (Gal. 3:27). 

There is no other way into Christ except to be baptized. 

Paul said, “All spiritual blessings in heavenly places” are “in 

Christ” (Eph. 1:3), and that in him (Christ) “we have 

redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins” 

(Eph. 1:7). 

One’s Affections Must Be Changed 

“Set your affection on things above, not on things on 

the earth” (Col. 3:2). 

We either love the Lord or we love the world. Have 

your affections changed? 

One’s Purpose Must Be Changed 

We purpose to serve either the Lord or the devil. There 

is no middle ground (Mt. 12:30). Paul said we are servants of 

whoever we serve. “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield 

yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye 

obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto 

righteousness?” (Rom. 6:16). 

Paul was thankful that whereas the Christians in Rome 

had been the servants of sin, they had changed and become the 

servants of righteousness (Rom. 6:17-18). Their purpose had 

changed. What about yours? 

One’s Citizenship Must Be Changed 

Christians have been “delivered from the power of 

darkness and translated into the kingdom of his (Gods) 

dear Son” (Col. 1:13). “Our conversation (citizenship — 

ASV) is in heaven” (Phil. 3:20). 

As the song says, “This world is not my home, I’m just 

a passing through.” God’s people are “strangers and pilgrims 

on the earth” (Heb. 11:13). 

One’s Life Must Be Changed 

Paul wrote, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, 

he is a new creature: old things are passed away; 

behold, all things are become new” (2 Cor. 5:17). 

One is raised from the water of baptism to “walk 

in newness of life” (Rom. 6:4). 

One’s Associations Must Change 

We can be — and are — influenced by those with 

whom we associate. We are told, “Be not deceived: evil 

communications (associations — ASV) corrupt good 

manners” (morals — ASV) (1 Cor. 15:33). 

Peter talked about what kind of lives some had 

lived in the past (1 Pet. 4:3), then wrote, “Wherein they 

think it strange that ye run not with them to the same 

excess of riot, speaking evil of you” (1 Pet. 4:4). 

One’s Name Is Changed 

Those who have obeyed the Lord and are 

following Him wear the name Christian (Acts 11:26; 1 

Pet. 4:16).  It is only in this name that we can glorify 

God, according to Peter, as Christians are sons of God (1 

Jn. 3:1). What an exalted privilege! 

One’s Garments Are Changed 

We must “put off the old man” and “put on the 

new man” (Col. 3:9- 10). When one is baptized into 

Christ, he puts on Christ (Gal. 3:27). 

One’s Destiny Is Changed 

We could use a number of verses to prove this 

point, but one verse will show the contrast between the 

destiny of the saved and the destiny of the lost. Referring 

to the lost, Jesus said, “And these shall go away into 

everlasting punishment.” But in contrast to this, He 

said, “but the righteous into life eternal” (Mt. 25:46).” 

Which will it be for you? Are you willing to 

change in order for heaven to be your eternal home? 

Don’t put it off. “Behold, now is the day of salvation” 

(2 Cor. 6:2).” 

Virgil L. Hale from The Gospel Preceptor 



ILL 
Sunday: Leah Thrasher (AM). Wednesday: Chris 

Edwards. Evan Pflugardt was admitted to Children’s 

Mercy Hospital on Wednesday for tests after having pain 

in his legs and ankles. 

Those battling cancer: Jamal Abyad, Diane Cannon, 

Ledgia Campbell and Ron Wood. Please remember these 

in your prayers, as well as:  Janice Carter, Lynda Cole, 

Meredith Greer, Millie Robertson, Allen Scott, and Ralph 

and Helen Franklin. 

HOME BOUND 
Bob Adams is in Room D-4 of the Johnson County 

Nursing Center in Olathe. Marion Stone is at home. 

Please remember these in your prayers and visitation.  

OUT OF TOWN  

Myron Nebergall was in Colorado on vacation last week. 

Debra Gragg is on vacation in New England.  John and 

Barbara James are in Branson for the weekend. Tom 

Tucker is visiting with relatives in New Jersey. 

THANK YOU 
Our thanks is extended to all who contributed desserts 

and helped in other ways to support the Mid-West 

Lectures. Your contribution and efforts were appreciated! 

POT LUCK DINNER 
Our monthly Pot Luck Dinner will be held this Sunday to 

coincide with our Gospel Meeting. Come and enjoy the 

good food as we welcome brother Mabe to Olathe! 

LADIES CLASS 
The ladies will host the lunch for Randy Mabe who will 

speak at the class during our meeting. Contact Julia for 

lunch details. The Ladies Class will resume on October 4. 

ATTENDANCE 
Sunday AM, 60; Sunday PM, 44; Wednesday PM, 41. 

Those To Serve 
September 24, 2006 

 
BUILDING AND COMMUNION........................... Nelson 
 

MORNING WORSHIP 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS.................................... Joel Nelson 
SONG LEADER.................................... George Thomas 
OPENING PRAYER .................................Charles Tullis 
PRESIDE ..................................................... John Carter 
ASSIST......................................................David Adams 
ASSIST......................................................Jared Nelson 
CLOSING PRAYER........................................ Gary Cole 
 

EVENING WORSHIP 
 
OPENING PRAYER ................................. John Dodson 
CLOSING PRAYER........................................Ken Greer 
LORD’S SUPPER........................................ John Carter 
 

WEDNESDAY 27th 
 
SONG LEADER.................................... George Thomas 
INVITATION ..........................................Gospel Meeting 
 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 Sunday 
  Bible Study.................................... 9:30 AM 
  Morning Worship ......................... 10:30 AM 
  Evening Worship ........................... 6:00 PM 
 
 Wednesday 
  Ladies Bible Study ...................... 10:00 AM 
  Bible Study.................................... 7:00 PM 

Preacher: Ted J. Thrasher 
Phone: (913) 764-2325 

E-mail: olathecoc@sbcglobal.net 
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