THE GOSPEL — ALL SUFFICIENT TO SAVE

Long ago Judah placed her trust in foreign alliances
and military strength. Instead of trusting in Jehovah God,
Judah decided to trust in her own wisdom. God
commented through Isaiah by saying, “For it is a
rebellious people, lying children, children that will not
hear the law of Jehovah; that say to the seers, See not;
and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right
things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy
deceits” (Isaiah 30:9-10 ASV).

The attitude that prevailed in Isaiah’s day had not
changed very much during the time in which the apostle
Paul lived. People have always chosen to be impressed
with their own worldly wisdom. Paul penned, “For the
word of the cross is to them that perish foolishness;
but unto us who are saved it is the power of God. For
it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, And
the discernment of the discerning will I bring to
nought. Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where
is the disputer of this world? hath not God made
foolish the wisdom of the world? For seeing that in the
wisdom of God the world through its wisdom knew
not God, it was God’s good pleasure through the
foolishness of the preaching to save them that believe”
(1 Corinthians 1:18-21 ASV).

The old fashioned Jerusalem gospel is not very
appealing to today’s entertainment crazed society. Most
people today want drama and testimonials that produce
“goose pimples” and “excitement.” They want to rock
and sway to the music and give “high-fives” to one
another. The message of the apostle Paul is not accepted
or appreciated by the majority of today’s society who
profess to be religious. Paul said, ‘“‘ye are so quickly
removing from him that called you in the grace of
Christ unto a different gospel; which is not another

gospel only there are some that trouble you, and would
pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an
angel from heaven, should preach unto you any gospel
other than that which we preached unto you, let him
be anathema’ (Galatians 1:6-8 ASV).

The apostle Paul would “marvel” today that so many
brethren are being swept away by the “smooth and fair
speech” of those that ‘“‘serve not our Lord Jesus Christ,
but their own belly” (Romans 16:18). Why are people
so eager to believe some doctrine that cannot be found in
God’s Word? The Bible teaches that there is only one
gospel, and it alone ‘is the power of God unto
salvation” (Romans 1:16).

It is amazing that people convince themselves they
must “feel” a certain way before they can be saved. A
chilling sensation does not have to overpower one nor
must the heart go “pitter- patter” in order for the gospel to
be obeyed. Whatever happened to intellectual decisions
based upon the evidence that one has carefully studied?
The Bereans were not commended for working
themselves into an emotional frenzy so they would be able
separate the truth from false doctrine. The Scriptures
declare, “Now these were more noble than those in
Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all
readiness of the mind, examining the Scriptures daily,
whether these things were so”” (Acts 17:11 ASV).

The gospel is powerful and effective without adding
to it the emotional testimonials of man. Moses taught, “Ye
shall not add unto the word which I command you,
neither shall ye diminish from it, that ye may keep the
commandments of Jehovah your God which 1
command you” (Deuteronomy 4:2 ASV). John, in his
vision, said, “I testify unto every man that heareth the
words of the prophecy of this book, if any man shall
add unto them, God shall add unto him the plagues

which are written in this book: and if any man
shall take away from the words of the book of this
prophecy, God shall take away his part from the
tree of life, and out of the holy city, which are
written in this book” (Revelation 22:18-19 ASV).

The principle is clear that man cannot “add to” or
“take from” the Holy Scriptures with God’s
approval. Bible authority is necessary for all that one
does in religion. One’s worship and service in the
kingdom must comply with the will of God. It makes
no difference what I want or prefer, but it does matter
what God wants or prefers. Read the Bible and see
what God’s Word says. If you sincerely love Him,
you will do what He says to do! God has chosen to
save mankind through obedience to the gospel.
Those who received and obeyed God’s word on
Pentecost were saved (Acts 2:41). Those who choose
to “know not God” and ‘“obey not the gospel of
our Lord Jesus” will be eternally lost (2
Thessalonians 1:8-9).

Mark it down! We have been given “all things
that pertain unto life and godliness” (2 Peter 1:3).
God’s prophets of old were not the problem and
neither are gospel preachers and the gospel they
preach today. The problem lies within the heart of
man! The Gospel will save those who believe and
obey!

Marvin L. Weir rom GospelPreceptor.com

“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever | have commanded you: and, lo, |
am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.
Amen.” Matthew 28:19-20



BIRTHDAYS
Wilba Hopkins, 08-16; Nicole Parish, 08-16.

ILL

Sunday: Chris Edwards; Joy Parish; Millie Robertson;
Allen Scott. Wednesday: Millie Robertson; Allen Scott.
Allen Scott was released from Olathe Medical Center last
week and is recovering at home. Louise Dodson is
battling an infection from her surgery.

Those battling cancer: Jamal Abyad, David Cole, and
Ledgia Campbell. Please remember these in your prayers,
as well as: Millie Robertson, Allen Scott, and Ralph and
Helen Franklin.

HOME BOUND

Bob Adams resides at Room D-4 of the Johnson County
Nursing Center in Olathe. Marion Stone is at home.
Please remember these in your prayers and visitation.

OUT OF TOWN

Evan Pflugradt is visiting relatives in Maryland. John and
Barbara James are at Melvern Lake this week. Steve
Brown is in Los Angeles over the weekend.

MEN’S BUSINESS MEETING

Our monthly Men’s Business Meeting will be held this
Sunday, August 12 following our AM worship. To place
an item on the agenda, contact Joel Nelson.

LADIES DAY

There will be a Ladies Day at Chipman Road in Lee’s
Summit on Saturday, August 25. Check the flyer in the
foyer for further details.

ATTENDANCE
Sunday AM, 50; Sunday PM, 42; Wednesday PM, 37.

Those To Serve
August 12, 2007

BUILDING AND COMMUNION.........ccosemmermnnnnnes Thomas
MORNING WORSHIP

ANNOUNCEMENTS.......ccoormmrrrrreinnnes George Thomas
SONG LEADER........cccormmirrennirrenssrnnssnes Trent Thrasher
OPENING PRAYER........ccooieirreeirreninenanns Steve Brown
PRESIDE........ccconmrrrrirnnnssseeennnnnnns George Thomas
ASSIST ... e ra e ans John Carter
ASSIST ... e e n e ans John James
CLOSING PRAYER.......cccoormirrmirrenerenas John Dodson

EVENING WORSHIP

When we look at what we want and then compare that
with what we have we shall be unhappy. When we think
of what we deserve, then of what we have, we shall
thank God.

OPENING PRAYER ... Jared Nelson
CLOSING PRAYER......cccomrirrrrccenmceeneneeens Joel Nelson
LORD’S SUPPER..........ccooiiiieemnneneenne George Thomas
WEDNESDAY 15th
SONG LEADER..........ccceeeennnnnnnnnnnnnnnes Jared Nelson
INVITATION ... John Cody Carter
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday
Bible Study ..o 9:30 AM
Morning Worship.........coooeeveeeeen. 10:30 AM
Evening Worship ......cccccooeiiiiinneee. 6:00 PM
Wednesday
Ladies Bible Study ...................... 10:00 AM
Bible Study ..o 7:00 PM

Preacher: Ted J. Thrasher
Phone: (913) 764-2325
E-mail: olathecoc@sbcglobal.net
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