IS "FAITH ONLY"
A BIBLICAL CONCEPT?

Faith is an important and essential part in the life of
one who seeks to be saved. Without faith, it is impossible
to please God. (Heb. 11:6) To see the necessity of faith,
one needs only to look at the “honor roll” of faith found
in Hebrews 11. Every individual mentioned in this
chapter found favor in God’s eyes because their lives
were directed by Biblical faith. Notice “By faith Noabh,
being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved
with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house”
(Heb. 11:7). It was by faith that he moved — took
appropriate action.

Faith is defined as persuasion, credence, conviction
and reliance. It is the system of religious truth itself,
assurance, belief and fidelity. The Bible defines faith as
‘“the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen” (Heb. 11:1). And, faith is produced by
the word of God (Rom. 10:17).

“Faith only” is a doctrine that gives the hope of
salvation apart from action on man’s part. This precept is
foreign to Bible teachings concerning the faith that really
saves. Many teach that man cannot do anything in the
process of saving the soul. Some preachers will say “faith
only is a most wholesome doctrine and full of comfort.”
How sad it is that some never investigate this unfounded
claim. In fact, the Bible uses the term “faith only” just
one time, and that is in the negative. Scripture says “Ye

see then how that by works a man is justified, and not
by faith only” (Jas. 2:24).

There is a great deal of difference in being saved by
faith and being saved by faith alone. We are saved by
faith but not faith alone! If one is saved by “faith only,”
then grace would be excluded. When a person teaches

salvation by “faith only,” he excludes everything else but
being saved by faith. The truth of the matter is, the Bible
teaches there are several elements involved in man’s
salvation. Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord (Gen.
6:8); yet was required to build an ark to the saving of his
house (Gen. 6:14-16; Heb. 11:7). Both elements were
necessary to bring about the saving of Noah and his
family.

There are those who cite Eph. 2:8-9 and Rom. 11:6
as proof that salvation does not come by any work that we
might do. However these passages teach that there are
works that we must do! Verse 10 of Ephesians 2 states
Christians are “... created in Christ Jesus unto good
works, which God hath before ordained that we should
walk in them.” The “works” forbidden are works of
man’s own invention. We are not saved by those, yet we
are to be involved and obedient to the works which God
has ordained (2 Tim. 3:16-17). We are to “abound unto
every good work” (2 Cor. 9:8 ASV) and we are to
provoke one another ‘“‘unto love and good works” (Heb.
10:24 ASV). We are to be fruitful in good works (Col.
1:10), and we are to be ready to accomplish every good
work (Titus 3:1).

The teaching that requires faith and obedience is the
doctrine of the Bible. The doctrine of “faith only” is
condemned in the clear statement from Jesus Christ when
He said, ““And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not
the things which I say?”’ (Luke 6:46). Jesus often taught
the necessity of believing and obeying, “Not every one
that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my
Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 7:21). We can see
that saving faith consists of believing and acting upon that
belief.

Many will say, “But we are all saved by the
blood of Jesus Christ, and if one work is added, it
cancels the salvation by blood.” They think that
baptism is a work which cancels out salvation by His
blood. However Jesus Himself stated, “He that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he
that believeth not shall be damned” (Mark 16:16).
Baptism was not devised from the minds of men. It is
a work ordained of God and is required. We come to
salvation by it. “The like figure whereunto even
baptism doth also now save us (not the putting
away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a
good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection
of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 3:21). Peter added works
(repentance and baptism) in Acts 2:38; John added
obedience in 1 John 2:3; and Jesus declared His
friends to be those who do whatsoever He
commanded in John 15:14. No, “faith only” is not a
wholesome and soul saving doctrine. Salvation is
accomplished by hearing God’s word, believing
God’s word and obeying God’s word.

Please keep this in mind when considering the
“faith only” doctrine, “He that saith, I know him,
and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and
the truth is not in him. But whoso keepeth his
word, in him verily is the love of God perfected:
hereby know we that we are in him” (1 John 2:4-
5). How can one who believes and practices the
“faith only” doctrine be saved? Is “faith only” an
approved Biblical doctrine?
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“For as the body without the spirit is dead, so
faith without works is dead also.” James 2:26



BIRTHDAY
Cleo Stone, 07-31.

ILL

Sunday: Anne Adams, Janice Carter (PM).

Those battling cancer: Diane Cannon, Ledgia Campbell
and Ron Wood. Please remember these in your prayers,
as well as: Janice Carter, Lynda Cole, Allen Scott, and
Ralph and Helen Franklin.

HOME BOUND

Bob Adams is in Room D-4 of the Johnson County
Nursing Center in Olathe. Marion Stone is at home.
Please remember these in your prayers and visitation.

SYMPATHY

Our sympathy is extended to Verna Hanson and her
family in the passing of her brother, Gus Barton, of
Florida. Funeral services were conducted last week.

OUT OF TOWN

Jeremy Keifer was out of town last week. The Thomas’
were scheduled to be out of town this weekend.

FBS THANKS

We are thankful for all our visitors, students, teachers,
helpers, drill leaders, time keeper, refreshment workers
and donors. Our special thanks to Jim and Judy O’ Connor
for being with us for our FBS. We had an excellent week
of study and spiritual nourishment!

POT LUCK

Our monthly Pot Luck Dinner will be held next Sunday,
August 6™ following our AM worship. Plan to come,
bring a dish and enjoy the good food and company!

ATTENDANCE
Sunday AM, 60; Sunday PM, 48; Wednesday FBS, 63.

e In Christ, we have victory for every
challenge we face.

Those To Serve
July 30, 2006

BUILDING AND COMMUNION.........ccosmmrrmnsnmenrnnnns Cole
MORNING WORSHIP

ANNOUNCEMENTS.....ccoiieirreeirrenerennnnes Joel Nelson
SONG LEADER........cccocmrrrrirrninnnnenns George Thomas
OPENING PRAYER.......ccccoeeecirreecrrenenenes Charles Tullis
PRESIDE.........coireeiireeirressirsessssenssrsnsssnenes John Carter
ASSIST .. an e ran e ranas Allen Scott
ASSIST ... e raaa, David Adams
CLOSING PRAYER.......cccoireiirrecrreecreenserenas Gary Cole

EVENING WORSHIP

OPENING PRAYER ... John Dodson
CLOSING PRAYER.........coeeeeeeeeeeeeeecememee Ken Greer
LORD’S SUPPER.........c e John Carter

WEDNESDAY August 2nd

SONG LEADER....... e, Trent Thrasher
INVITATION ... Jeff Nemechek
WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday
Bible Study ........cccvveeeeeeiie 9:30 AM
Morning Worship.........coooeeveeeeen. 10:30 AM
Evening Worship ......cccccooeiiiiinneee. 6:00 PM
Wednesday
Ladies Bible Study ...................... 10:00 AM
Bible Study ........ccvvveeeeeiiie 7:00 PM

Preacher: Ted J. Thrasher
Phone: (913) 764-2325
E-mail: olathecoc@sbcglobal.net

CHURCH OF CHRIST
515 WEST PARK
P.O. BOX 482
OLATHE, KANSAS 66051
www.kc-cofc.org/olathe.htm

www.oabs.org/olathe.asp




