
WHY IS DOCTRINE SO IMPORTANT? 

The word “doctrine” in the Bible simply means 

“teaching.” Today we generally use the word “doctrine” 

to refer to a precise teaching or set of teachings while the 

word “teaching” itself refers more loosely to overall 

general concepts. Too, doctrine seems to have a religious 

connotation while teaching may connote the religious or 

secular. So while in our modern day language “teaching” 

and “doctrine” have distinct nuances, there is only one 

word in the language in which the apostles wrote and 

both English words “doctrine” and “teaching” are 

translated from it. So when we speak about the doctrine 

of the Bible we are speaking about the teaching of the 

Bible. Why is teaching so important? 

Doctrine is important because Jesus thought it was 

important. Jesus said in John 7:17, “If any man will do 

his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of 

God, or whether I speak of myself.” In this context Jesus 

is saying that the one who truly seeks after God will 

come to an understanding that Jesus’ teaching is from 

God and that it is important to understand this because 

that is the way to life. Notice also John 8: 31-32: “Then 

said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye 

continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 

And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 

free.” The words that Jesus taught are often used to 

represent within the scriptures the whole of Jesus’ 

teaching. The words in which Jesus was instructing 

others to abide is His teaching—His doctrine. 

Doctrine is important because faith is based upon 

hearing doctrine. Romans 10:17 states: “So then faith 

cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” 

Our very faith, the things that we believe, are the result of 

hearing the Word of God which is the source of all of our 

teaching. The teaching, the doctrine, is that in which we 

place our direct faith and our trust because it is through 

the words that are taught that we come to know about our 

relationship with God. No man can come to know God 

under the New Covenant without having been taught and 

without having learned. John 6:45 states: “It is written in 

the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every 

man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the 

Father, cometh unto me.” We come to the Father through 

the teaching, through the doctrine. 

Doctrine is important because we must believe the 

right doctrine. The Bible teaches that to believe the wrong 

doctrine will lead one astray. In 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12 

we read, “And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness 

in them that perish; because they received not the love of 

the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God 

shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a 

lie: That they all might be damned who believed not the 

truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” When we 

believe a doctrinal lie, it will lead to the condemnation of 

our soul if we do not recognize that lie and correct it. 

Someone once said, “Jesus did not come to this earth to 

make people religious; He came to make people 

religiously right!” We must believe the right doctrine if 

we are going to have hope for salvation. 

Doctrine is important because ultimately the decisions 

that we make and the actions that we perform will be 

based upon what we believe. When it all boils down to it, 

we act based upon how we believe. Jesus said, “But those 

things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from 

the heart; and they defile the man. For out of the heart 

proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, 

thefts, false witness, blasphemies: These are the things 

which defile a man” (Matt. 15:18-20). Jesus said that we 

act based upon what is in our heart, whether for good or 

evil. There is not a single action that we do that was not 

first conceived within the mind. And it is within the 

mind—the heart—faith resides. Based upon the things that 

we believe we make decisions in our life every day. 

And so it is with confidence that when others act 

inappropriately, we can confidently say that their 

beliefs are inappropriate as well. So we preach the 

doctrine of Christ in an effort to get all who are in sin 

to repent and to fashion their minds anew around the 

blessed freedom that results in believing the truth. 

What do you believe, dear friend? Do you 

believe the words of the Bible or do you believe the 

opinions and traditions of men. Believing a lie will 

lead you astray, but believing the truth and acting 

thereon will bring one to eternity. “For God so loved 

the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 

whosoever beleiveth in him should not perish, but 

have everlasting life” (John 3:16). 

Kevin Cauley from The Eastside Edifier 

A CRUMMY LAWN 
David McCasland said that one day he wanted to 

write a book entitled How To Have A Crummy Lawn. 

He said the task would be an easy one because all the 

pages would be blank. Nothing is required to have a 

bad lawn. If you do nothing at all, dandelions will 

sprout, crab grass will spread, and all of those weeds 

with long Latin names will thrive. “The magic 

formula for a bad lawn is no water, fertilizer, no 

weed killer, no care.” 

McCasland’s formula for a crummy lawn is also 

the formula for bad children, a miserable marriage, 

and a pagan life. Things that matter require work, 

and investment of resources, and care. It is really a 

shame that many people put more time, effort, and 

money into their lawns than they do into developing 

their spiritual life, wholesome marriages, and godly 

children.  — Copied 



BIRTHDAY 
Jeff Nemechek, 07-09. 

ILL 
Sunday: Gary Cole and Millie Robertson (PM). 

Wednesday: Steve Brown. Kathleen Camp is recovering 

from her foot surgery at her apartment. Tom Tucker’s 

sister had heart surgery on June 29 at KU Medical Center. 

Those battling cancer: Jamal Abyad, Diane Cannon, 

David Cole, and Ledgia Campbell. Please remember 

these in your prayers, as well as: Meredith Greer, Millie 

Robertson, Allen Scott, and Ralph and Helen Franklin. 

HOME BOUND 
Bob Adams resides at Room D-4 of the Johnson County 

Nursing Center in Olathe. Marion Stone is at home. 

Please remember these in your prayers and visitation. 

SYMPATHY 
Our sympathy is extended to the family of Carol Tigner 

who passed away Saturday, June 30. Graveside services 

were held in Durant, OK on Thursday, July 5. 

OUT OF TOWN 
The Carter’s left on July 5 for a ten day vacation in 

Minnesota and Wisconsin. Wilba Hopkins is visiting 

relatives in Springfield over the weekend. The Nelson’s, 

the Brown’s, the Marcum’s and the Thomas’ were on 

vacation last week. 

MEN’S BUSINESS MEETING 
Our monthly Men’s Business Meeting will be held this 

Sunday, July 8 following our AM worship. 

FAMILY BIBLE STUDIES 
Remember our Family Bible Studies, “Neighbors for 

Jesus” July 23-27. Jim O’Connor will teach the adults. 

ATTENDANCE 
Sunday AM, 36; Sunday PM, 28; Wednesday PM, 30. 

Those To Serve 

July 8, 2007 
 
BUILDING AND COMMUNION............................ Brown 
 

MORNING WORSHIP 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS............................... Trent Thrasher  
SONG LEADER........................................... Joel Nelson 
OPENING PRAYER ............................... Jeff Nemechek 
PRESIDE ....................................................Steve Brown 
ASSIST..........................................................Allen Scott 
ASSIST........................................................John James 
CLOSING PRAYER..................................... John Carter 
 

EVENING WORSHIP 
 
OPENING PRAYER ....................................... Gary Cole 
CLOSING PRAYER........................... John Cody Carter 
LORD’S SUPPER.......................................Steve Brown 
 

WEDNESDAY 11th 
 
SONG LEADER...................................... Jeff Nemechek 
INVITATION ................................................ Joel Nelson 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 Sunday 
  Bible Study.................................... 9:30 AM 
  Morning Worship ......................... 10:30 AM 
  Evening Worship ........................... 6:00 PM 
 
 Wednesday 
  Ladies Bible Study ...................... 10:00 AM 
  Bible Study.................................... 7:00 PM 

 
Preacher: Ted J. Thrasher 

Phone: (913) 764-2325 
E-mail: olathecoc@sbcglobal.net 
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