YE HAVE HEARD

In the great sermon on the mount, Jesus said, “Ye
have heard that it was said to them of old times...but I
say unto you...” It was there that he was showing the
distinction between the new law of the gospel of Christ,
and the old law of Moses. This is a distinction that many
people have never grasped.

Those people had not gone to the source of their
information to find out with what authority their
informant had spoken. People often make the same
mistake today, but it is a wise thing to ‘“‘Believe not
every spirit, but prove the spirits, whether they are of
God, for many false prophets have gone out into the
world.” (1 John 4:1). Paul warns us to ‘“Prove all
things, hold fast that which is good.”” (1 Thess. 5:21).

Ye have heard that it was said, “One church is as
good as another.” But what does Jesus say about that? He
said that exactly the contrary is true. He said, “Every
plant which my heavenly Father hath not planted
shall be rooted up.” (Matt. 15:13). Did you ever ask a
person where he got his information when he said one
church is as good as another, and that it didn’t make any
difference which church you were in? The next time you
hear a fellow make a statement like that, ask him for the
source of his information, and watch him get
embarrassed.

Ye have heard that it was said, “Baptism is not
essential to salvation, and it has no connection with the
remission of one’s sins.” But Jesus said, “Verily, verily,
I say unto thee, except a man be born of water and the
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.”
(John 3:5). Ananias, an inspired minister of the gospel,

said, ““Arise and be baptized, and wash away thy sins,
calling on the name of the Lord.” (Acts 22:16). So
while you have heard to the contrary, the Lord and his
disciples state that baptism does have a connection with
salvation, and that it is essential.

You have heard it said, “The church was established
with John in the wilderness, or during the personal
ministry of Jesus.” But after John was already dead and
buried, Jesus said, “Upon this rock I will build my
church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against
it.” (Matt. 16:18). He gave rules and regulations for the
government of the church, but Paul said in Hebrews 9:17
that these did not go into effect while Jesus lived — that
there had to be a death on Christ’s part before they were
effective. If the church had been established during the
personal ministry of Christ, it could not have been
governed by the word of Christ in his Testament.

Ye have heard it said, “A sinner can pray for salvation
and get it.” And it is a common thing for sectarian
preachers to tell sinners to pray for salvation. But the
Bible says in John 9:31, “Now we know that God
heareth not sinners.” And Jesus said in John 14:6, “I
am the way, the truth and the life. No man cometh
unto the Father but by me.” But if a man be in Christ he
is a new creature. (2 Cor. 5:17).

Instead of a sinner being told to pray for salvation, the
Bible tells him, “He that believeth and is baptized shall
be saved.” (Mark 16:16). It matters not how much a
sinner may pray for salvation, until he is born of water and
the spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. In this
law or rule, there is no change, and beyond it there is no
appeal.

Ye have heard it said, “Men can go to heaven
outside the church.” But the Bible says in Acts 2:47,
“The Lord added to the church daily such as
should be saved.”

Ye have heard it said, “God has more than one
church, and more than one flock today.” But Jesus
said, in John 10:16, “Other sheep I have which are
not of this fold; them also must I bring, and they
shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold
and one shepherd.” Jesus said there would be only
one. There is only one church or fold in the world
today by divine authority.

In Ephesians 1:22-23, Paul said the church is
the body of Christ. And in 1 Corinthians 12:20, he
said, But now they are many members, but one body.
Since this is true, then it is certainly true that there
cannot be two acceptable churches in the world. Only
one can be right.

When you hear people say anything about
religion — and so much is said — remember the
divine admonition, “Believe not every spirit, but
try the spirits whether they be of God, for many
false prophets are gone out into the world.” The
majority of religious teachers are wrong. The fields
are white unto the harvest, and the labourers are few,
but there are many false teachers. Be careful, lest you
walk in the wrong way.

Gayle Oler from The Encourager

“And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and
the Father by him.” Colossians 3:17



BIRTHDAY
Ed Hanson, 05-26.

ILL

Sunday: Millie Robertson (PM).

Dudley Morton’s daughter, Shauna, will be seeing an
oncologist for further consultation about her care. Please
remember her and her family in your prayers.

Those battling cancer: Ledgia Campbell, Vic Cuney;
Betty James and Cleo Stone. Please remember these in
your prayers.

HOME BOUND

Kathleen Camp is in Room 101 at the Royal Terrace
Nursing Home in Olathe. Marion Stone is at home.
Barbara James’ Aunt, Evelyn Marquardt is at the Sweet
Life of Rosehill in Shawnee. Please remember these in
your prayers and visitation.

OUT OF TOWN

Wilba Hopkins is in Springfield and Neosho, MO this
weekend to attend her grandson’s wedding. Clara Scott
visited relatives in Coffeeville, KS last week.

CLASS MEETING

There will be a meeting for the parents and Bible class
teachers of our teens this Sunday at 5:15 PM in the
auditorium.

POT LUCK DINNER

Our monthly Pot Luck Dinner will be held on Sunday,
June 7th following our AM worship. Plan to bring a dish
and enjoy the good food and good company!

ATTENDANCE
Sunday AM, 62; Sunday PM, 30; Wednesday PM, 34.

“Blessed are they that do his commandments, that
they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter
in through the gates into the city.” Revelation 22:14

Those To Serve
May 24, 2009

BUILDING AND COMMUNION..........ccoemrrrnssnnnenns Schleif
MORNING WORSHIP

ANNOUNCEMENTS......cccoreeirenirenrenanes Trent Thrasher
SONG LEADER........ccciireeirrenireesssrsnsssnensnns Joel Nelson
OPENING PRAYER........ccooieirreeirrenirennnns Steve Brown
PRESIDE.......c.ccc oo ieeiireeirressirsesssrsnnssnsnssnes Jared Nelson
ASSIST ... Jeff Nemechek
ASSIST ... e an e ans Dave Parish
CLOSING PRAYER...........cccciiiinnenas John Cody Carter

EVENING WORSHIP

OPENING PRAYER............ccecuuumue George Thomas
CLOSING PRAYER........cccccviimrnnnniannnns John Dodson
LORD’S SUPPER.........ccccoriimrinnrinnninanns Jared Nelson
WEDNESDAY 27th
SONG LEADER.........orrrrrrcrnneeennnnnnns Steve Brown
INVITATION ... Trent Thrasher
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday
Bible Study .......ccccvvveeeeeiie 9:30 AM
Morning Worship.........cooeeeveeeeen. 10:30 AM
Evening Worship ......cccccooeiiiiinneee. 6:00 PM
Wednesday
Ladies Bible Study ..........ccccc....... 10:00 AM
Bible Study ... 7:00 PM

Preacher: Ted J. Thrasher
Phone: (913) 764-2325
E-mail: olathecofc@sbcglobal.net

CHURCH OF CHRIST
515 WEST PARK
P.O. BOX 482
OLATHE, KANSAS 66051
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