GOD’S RULE BOOK

Isn’t it amazing that most people will accept some
rule book written by men over the rule book written by
God? Countless millions profess to believe in God and
the Bible and then they put their trust in man-made
creeds. It’s also amazing that these people either cannot
or do not desire to see the error in their reasoning. The
Scriptures plainly declare, “Every scripture inspired of
God is also profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction which is in righteousness.
That the man of God may be complete, furnished
completely unto every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16-17
ASV). It was Hosea who wrote, “My people are
destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast
rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou
shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the
law of thy God, I also will forget thy children” (Hos.
4:6).

People who enjoy sporting events have absolutely no
problem in comprehending the fact that there are rules
that govern these events. After three strikes in baseball,
one is declared to be “out.” Do fans become upset and
complain that this rule should be ignored in some cases?
Surely there are circumstances where a batter can benefit
from “four strikes” before returning to the dugout!

In football, the team with the ball has four attempts to
travel ten yards in the proper direction for a “first down.”
What if, after four attempts, the running back is within
“one inch” of a first down? Does the referee say,
“Because this is such an important game and you have
come so close to picking up the first down, I'm going to
give it to you?” No. Such a statement is not made
because everyone understands that the teams must abide
by the rules of the game.

Does one really believe in the games of baseball and
football who will not abide by the rules of those games?
Not at all! They may believe in another version of the
game, but they do not believe in the game as outlined in
the rule book that governs it. Why cannot people see this
same truth in the spiritual realm? One does not really
believe in God who refuses to accept His Word as truth on
any matter.

The players on a sports team must abide by the rules
that govern that sport. The rule books for sports were not
designed to conform to the players’ whims and wishes.
The same thing is true regarding the Bible — God’s Holy
Word. The Bible does not conform to the thoughts and
wishes of men, but men must conform to the Word of God
(Rom. 12:2). One will not save his soul or incur God’s
blessing by refusing to live by the Holy Scriptures. Man
must accept the truth that his thoughts are not God’s
thoughts and his ways are not God’s ways (Isa. 55:8). Let
us note some areas where men profess to follow Christ but
do not abide by God’s rules.

The majority of those who profess to be Christians
believe they are saved at the point of belief. They do not
believe baptism (immersion) is necessary for salvation.
They conclude that “he that believeth and is not baptized
shall be saved.” But the Word of God says, “He that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved” (Mark 16:16).

The majority of people who profess Christianity
believe there are many roads (ways) leading to heaven.
But God’s Word says, “Enter ye in by the narrow gate:
for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth
to destruction, and many are they that enter in
thereby. For narrow is the gate, and straitened the
way, that leadeth unto life, and few are they that find
it” (Matt. 7:13-14 ASV).

Man believes he can join “the church of his
choice” and be saved. But the Bible says, “And the
Lord added to them day by day those that were
saved” (Acts 2:47 ASV).

Most churches today wear man-made names,
honoring their human founders. But the Bible shows
Christ’s church is to wear His name (Rom. 16:16)
and honor belongs to Him who purchased the church
with His blood (Acts 20:28) and is its builder (Matt.
16:18).

Most professing Christians today believe in
salvation by “faith only.” But God’s Word says, “Ye
see that by works a man is justified, and not only
by faith” (Jas. 2:24 ASV).

God’s rule book (Bible) says that Christ is the
“head over all things to the church, which is his
body” (Eph. 1:22-23). It also says there is only “one
body” (Eph. 4:4) and Christ promises to save only
“the body” of which He is head. One is not a
Christian and cannot go to heaven who refuses to
follow God’s rule book!

Marvin Weir from GospelPreceptor.com

HAVE YOU HEARD?

During a sermon one Sunday, the preacher heard
two teenage girls in the back giggling and disturbing
people. He interrupted his sermon and announced
sternly, “There are two of you here who have not
heard a word I’ve said.” That quieted them down.

When the service was over, he went to greet
people at the front door. Three different adults
apologized for going to sleep in church, promising it
would never happen again!



ILL

Verna Hanson was admitted to the Olathe Medical Center
on April 8. She was treated and released on April 10.
Those battling cancer: Diane Cannon, Kim Clark and
Ledgia Campbell. Please remember these in your prayers,
as well as: Janice Carter, Allen Scott, and Ralph and
Helen Franklin.

HOME BOUND

Bob Adams is at the Del Mar Gardens, Room 229.
Marion Stone is at home. Please remember these in your
prayers and visitation.

OUT OF TOWN

Cindy Nelson was visiting in Newton, KS on Sunday
morning on her way back from western Kansas.

BAPTISM

Steven Schleif was baptized into Christ on Monday, April
10 during our Gospel Meeting. We are thankful for his
decision to put on Christ in baptism and pray for him a
long and useful life of service in Christ.

AREA EVENTS

There are several Gospel Meetings and a Youth Day
being held in the Kansas City area during the latter part of
April and in May. Please check the bulletin board for the
locations and details.

OABS EVENTS

Our Gospel Meeting with Toney Smith is available at:
http://www.oabs.org/Archives/Meetings/olathe2006.htm

The 27" Annual Phillips Street Lectures “Challenges We
Must Face in the 21st Century” will be broadcast live at:
http://www.oabs.org/Archives/Lectures/Phillips2006.htm

ATTENDANCE

Sunday AM, 62; Sunday PM, 52; Monday PM, 57,
Tuesday PM, 47; Wednesday AM, 14; Wednesday PM,
55; Thursday PM, 58.

Those To Serve
April 16, 2006

BUILDING AND COMMUNION........ccccvmmmrrnninnennns Tullis
MORNING WORSHIP

ANNOUNCEMENTS.......ccoormmrrrrreinnnes George Thomas
SONG LEADER........ccciirmeirrenirseanersssssrensnns Joel Nelson
OPENING PRAYER............coceiineees Myron Nebergall
PRESIDE.........c oo ieecireeireesersesssenasenenas Jeff Nemechek
ASSIST ...t an e ran e ranns Allen Scott
ASSIST ... e raaa, David Adams
CLOSING PRAYER........cccoveeiirenirenns Michael Simmons

EVENING WORSHIP

OPENING PRAYER .....ccciiiiemerrnninneennnns Charles Tullis
CLOSING PRAYER......cccccivemerrnineennnnnnnes John Carter
LORD’S SUPPER.......cccccvimmrrrncneeeennns Jeff Nemechek

WEDNESDAY 19th

SONG LEADER.........eerrreeecceeeees Jeff Nemechek
INVITATION .....eerrrcrrssees e Joel Nelson
WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday
Bible Study .......ccccvvveeeeeiie 9:30 AM
Morning Worship.........coooeeveeeeen. 10:30 AM
Evening Worship ......cccccooeiiiiinneee. 6:00 PM
Wednesday
Ladies Bible Study ...................... 10:00 AM
Bible Study ... 7:00 PM

Preacher: Ted J. Thrasher
Phone: (913) 764-2325
E-mail: olathecoc@sbcglobal.net

CHURCH OF CHRIST
515 WEST PARK
P.O. BOX 482
OLATHE, KANSAS 66051
www.kc-cofc.org/olathe.htm

www.oabs.org/olathe.asp




