HEAVEN AND ITS BLESSINGS

Heaven! The home of the soul, and the place every
normal soul who knows about it wants to go when life is over.
But to reach heaven one must conform his life to the teachings
of Jesus Christ, and most people will not do this.

Jesus said, “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the
gate and broad is the way that leadeth to destruction, and
many there be which go in thereat: because strait is the gate
and narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, and few there
be that find it” (Matt. 7:13-14). Few saved, many lost is the
teaching of our Lord. Don’t let Satan deceive you into
believing that it will be otherwise. But what is heaven?

A Prepared Place

“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God,
believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many mansions:
if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place
for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye
may be also” (Jn. 14:1-3).

Since heaven is a prepared place, only those who are
prepared for it will go there. That means that one’s nature and
character must be assimilated into the divine nature to live in
heaven. That’s the exact teaching of Peter and Jesus’ in his
conversation with Nicodemus. “Whereby are given unto us
exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might
be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption that is in the world through lust” (1 Pet. 1:4). “Ye
must be born again” (Jn. 3:3).

One’s spirit must be quickened, regenerated, and become
a partaker of God’s nature before he can live in heaven and
associate with divine society.

A Place Of Security

There is nothing on this earth that is secure. All matter —
including man’s body — is subject to corruption and decay
and death. Everything on this earth perishes. Neither are our
possessions secure. Many banks have closed against savings
of life, crops have been washed away or dried up for lack of

water, houses are destroyed by fire and storms, and thieves are
busy robbing pockets or breaking into homes. Nothing in this
old world is secure.

But not so with heaven. There, all is safe and sound for
eternity. “Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon the earth,
where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break
through and steal. But lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where
thieves do not break through and steal” (Matt. 6:19-20). Yes,
heaven is a place of security because none will be there but the
redeemed.

An Inheritance

Children inherit their parents’ estates. God’s children will
inherit heaven. Paul says we are “heirs of God and joint-heirs
with Christ,” (Rom. 8:17), and that means that whatever
belongs to Christ, also belongs to us who are the people of
God. As joint-heirs, we are joint partakers with Him and will
share his blessings and glory in heaven. That thought is deep
and glorious, but true!

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again
unto a living hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead, to an inheritance/incorruptible, and undefiled, and that
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you” (1 Pet. 1:3-4).

This is what makes the soul long for a home better than
this present world. Everything here is corruptible, defiled, and
smeared with sin. But not so with heaven!

A Better Country

We call this country in which we live the best on earth —
and to us it is. Here we have religious freedom which is the
greatest treasure that a government can vouchsafe to its
citizens. Here we are protected, in a great measure, from evil-
doers and every man is free to express his opinion without fear
of shackles being placed on either feet, hands or brain. Yes,
this is a most wonderful country, but there is a better one —
heaven.

It was said of Abraham and his seed that as they journeyed
to the land of Canaan, “if they had been mindful of that country

from whence they came out, they might have had
opportunity to have returned. But now they desire a better
country, that is, a heavenly: wherefore God is not
ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for
them a city” (Heb. 11:15-16).

Yes, heaven is called “a better country” — far better
than this one, or any country on earth.

No More Sorrow There

Think of the tears, sorrow and pain that we have all
experienced down through the ages and that we currently
experience. All these are caused by sin. But in heaven
there will be no sin, and all sorrow and tears will be left
behind. In heaven there will be nothing but joy and
happiness through the eternal ages. Do you want to go
there? If so, you must do the following:

Believe on the Lord Jesus as the Christ, the Son of
God. “For if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in
your sins” (Jn. 8:24).

You must repent of your sins and turn away from
them. “I tell you, Nay: but except you repent, ye shall all
likewise perish” (Luke 13:3).

You must confess with your mouth Jesus as the Son
of God. “For with the heart man believeth unto
righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made
unto salvation” (Rom. 10:10; cf Acts 8:37).

You must be baptized into Christ. “Repent and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38). Yes, you must be
“buried with Christ in baptism” that you might be “raised
to walk in newness of life” (Rom. 6:3-5).

If these things you will do, you will become a new
creature in Christ Jesus and start on that road that leads to
heaven. Then faithfully continue on that road until death,
and heaven will be yours on that glorious resurrection
day.
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ILL

Sunday: Millie Robertson (PM); Allen Scott (PM).
Wednesday: Millie Robertson.

Glennis Foust is in Mid-America rehabilitation center.
Those battling cancer: Jamal Abyad, David Cole,
Ledgia Campbell, Betty James and Cleo Stone. Please
remember these in your prayers, as well as: Millie
Robertson, Allen Scott, and Ralph Franklin.

HOME BOUND

Bob Adams resides at Room D-4 of the Johnson County
Nursing Center in Olathe. Marion Stone is at home.
Please remember these in your prayers and visitation.

SYMPATHY

Our sympathy is extended to the Carter, Thomas, Abyad
and Franklin families in the passing away of Helen
Franklin on Monday, April 7, 2008 in Louisiana. Funeral
services were held on Saturday, April 12 at Olathe,
Kansas and interment was in Chapel Hill Memorial
Gardens in Kansas City, Kansas.

THANKS

We are grateful to all those who labored in cleaning and
preparing our building and grounds for our Gospel
Meeting last week.

OUT OF TOWN

Trent Thrasher is in Owensville, MO for the weekend.

MEN’S BUSINESS MEETING

The monthly Men’s Business Meeting will be held this
Sunday, April 13 following our AM worship. All men of
the congregation are encouraged to attend.

SATURDAY SEMINAR

See the flyer in foyer for the upcoming Saturday Seminar
at 39th Street on Saturday, April 19.

ATTENDANCE
Sunday AM, 54; Sunday PM, 42; Wednesday PM, 36.

Those To Serve
April 13, 2008

BUILDING AND COMMUNION.........ccosemmermnnnnnes Thomas
MORNING WORSHIP

ANNOUNCEMENTS.......ccoocmmrrrreeennee George Thomas
SONG LEADER........ccoiremirremnirrenssrssnssnsnnnes Steve Brown
OPENING PRAYER.............ccccvneeees John Cody Carter
PRESIDE.........coireeiireeirressirressssenssrsnsssnenes Joel Nelson
ASSIST ... e raaas John Dodson
ASSIST ... e an e ans Dave Parish
CLOSING PRAYER.......cccoireirreeireennes Chris Edwards

EVENING WORSHIP

OPENING PRAYER. .........ccccniiiiaeeae Trent Thrasher
CLOSING PRAYER.........cccccvimrimnrinennnnenn Jared Nelson
LORD’S SUPPER.........ccccmnirnnnnnnniannnns Joel Nelson
WEDNESDAY 16th
SONG LEADER........ccoocmmmrrrirrrnnneens George Thomas
INVITATION ... Jeff Nemechek
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday
Bible Study .......cccooiiiiieiees 9:30 AM
Morning Worship.........cooeeeveeeeen. 10:30 AM
Evening Worship ......cccccooeiiiiinneee. 6:00 PM
Wednesday
Ladies Bible Study ..........ccccc....... 10:00 AM
Bible Study ... 7:00 PM

Preacher: Ted J. Thrasher
Phone: (913) 764-2325
E-mail: olathecoc@sbcglobal.net
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