
HOW CAN I BE SURE? 
When I was doing local work I was frequently asked the 

question, “How can I be sure that I am saved?” I have no doubt 

that those asking the question were sincere, and in many 

instances those asking the question were among those whom I 

considered to be some of the most faithful workers in the church. 

Why is it, then, that such otherwise strong Christians had this 

nagging doubt about their salvation? Why is it that we are prone 

to doubt when the Bible clearly tells us that we can know we 

have salvation? 

In one sense questioning one’s status in life as well as his 

spiritual status with his God is healthy. The following is 

attributed to an Egyptian king by the name of Akhenaton: “True 

wisdom is less presuming than folly. The wise man doubteth 

often, and changeth his mind; the fool is obstinate, and doubteth 

not; he knoweth all things but his own ignorance.” Another 

expressed the wisdom in doubting like this: “How prone to 

doubt, how cautious are the wise!” (Alexander Pope). Even some 

of the strongest of Bible characters had their questions and 

doubts. Abraham doubted God’s promise that he would have a 

child in his old age through whom the Lord would bless the 

world and sought instead to have Ishmael fill that role. Thomas 

would not believe the Lord had been raised from the dead until 

he could see it with his own eyes and touch the Lord’s side with 

his own hands. Even John the baptist had some very serious 

questions about the Lord when he (John) was facing the closing 

days of his life in prison. You see, doubt should drive us to 

deeper investigation and self examination. What, then, is the 

answer to our doubts and fears regarding death, salvation, and 

that spiritual realm wherein our hope resides as an anchor of the 

soul? There are at least three factors that affect the depth of our 

confidence: faith, facts, and feelings. These sustain an important 

relationship to one another and play a vital role in developing 

assurance in the heart of the child of God. 

The Hebrews writer defines faith as “assurance of things 

hoped for, a conviction of things not seen” (Heb 11:1). The KJV 

reads, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 

evidence of things not seen.” I am interested here in the Greek 

word translated “assurance” (ASV) and “substance” (KJV). The 

word denotes support for something; something upon which a 

hope is based. Barclay points out three distinct areas in which 

faith and hope find application: (1) It is belief against the world; 

(2) It is belief in the spirit against the senses; (3) It is belief in the 

future against the present. Or as one author put it, “Faith sees the 

invisible, believes the incredible, and achieves the impossible.” 

But we must not lose sight of the undeniable truth that our “faith” 

rests upon “facts.” I believe in God because of the “facts.” The 

KJV sums it up with the word “evidence.” When a jury sits in 

judgment upon an accused, they do so based upon “facts.” 

Now we come to “feelings.” Feelings, or emotions, in and of 

themselves, are good. God created us to feel, to be moved with 

compassion, to shed a tear over someone else’s loss (or even our 

own losses). If man had been created completely void of emotions 

and/or feelings he would experience no sorrow; but then, neither 

would he experience joy and happiness. It is important to note that 

God warns us against the deceptive nature of feelings. “There is a 

way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the 

ways of death.” (Prov. 16:25). 

Now with all that said, it seems to this humble scribe that the 

absence of assurance among those who have obeyed the gospel, 

and who are doing their best to live a faithful Christian life is due 

to the failure to keep faith, fact, and feelings in proper 

relationship. Fact: God has promised forgiveness, along with a 

home in heaven, to those who obey the gospel and live a faithful 

Christian life. Faith: I believe what God has said because of the 

evidence that supports that promise. Feelings: I rejoice in that 

assurance, knowing that, though I fall far short of what I should 

be, God has promised to save me to the “uttermost” through the 

cleansing power of the blood of His Son. It is when men take their 

eyes OFF of the facts, and allow their faith to falter, that their 

feelings kick in and they no longer “feel” as if they are saved. 

Remember, “faith comes by hearing…the word of God” (Rom. 

10:17). Or as one put it, “Doubt comes in at the window when 

inquiry is denied at the door.” 

A pilot is instructed to always trust the instruments rather 

than the way he feels. Feelings can be deceptive. The same rule 

applies spiritually. Trust the instruments that God has given to us 

in the word. His promises are sure; the evidence incontrovertible. 

If the instruments contradict what you feel, then it is your feelings 

that are wrong and not the instruments! If you walk by your 

feelings rather than trust in the word of God you will rob yourself 

of the joy and happiness that comes with God’s promises. But 

worse yet, you will never rid yourself of doubt, and you will 

continue to be plagued by the unanswered question, “How 

can I be sure?” 

Tom Wacaster from Tom’s Pen 

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES 
“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal 

life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 6:23). 

A study of the Bible reveals very plainly that salvation 

CANNOT be earned. One receives eternal salvation as a gift 

from God when the gospel is obeyed (Eph. 2:8-10). But, if 

one passes through the door of death with sin upon his soul, 

he will have earned death! Sin is a destructive power!  

1. Sin had the power to destroy angels (2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6). 

2. Sin has the power to destroy cities (2 Peter 2:6; Gen. 

19:24; Jude 4-6). 

3. Sin has the power to destroy nations (Jude 5; 1 Cor. 10:5-

10; Heb. 3:16-19). 

4. Sin has the power to destroy the people of the world (2 

Peter 2:5; 3:6) 

5. Sin has the power to destroy the church (Rev. 2:5, 14-16, 

20-23; 3:5, 15-19) 

6. Sin has the power to destroy individuals (1 Sam. 15:23). 

God will reject the one who rejects His word 

(Deuteronomy 11:26; 2 Chronicles 15:1-2). Sin will destroy 

and separate us from God eternally in hell. Sin is powerful 

and destructive, but our loving God gave His Son on the 

cross to give us opportunity to have our sins washed away 

through baptism (Acts 22:16). Those who obey not the 

gospel will have earned death (2 Thess. 1:7-9). 

The free gift of salvation can be yours simply by 

obeying God’s will that we believe (Heb. 11:6); repent 

(Luke 13:3); confess that Jesus Christ is the Son of God 

(Acts 8:37), and be immersed in water for the remission of 

sins (Acts 2:38). On the other hand if you fail or refuse to 

take advantage of God’s free gift, you will have earned for 

yourself the wages of sin—“death.” 

Tommy Stacks from Heartland Herald 



BIRTHDAY 
Jameson Gragg, 03-01. 

ILL 
Sunday: Millie Robertson; Steven and Debbie Schleif; 

Tom Tucker. 

Wednesday: Millie Robertson. 

Ralph Franklin had double hernia repair surgery at Olathe 

Medical Center last Friday. He is in Room 238-1. 

Those battling cancer: Ledgia Campbell, David Cole, 

Shauna Heck, Betty James, Tom Parish and Cleo Stone. 

Please remember these in your prayers. 

HOME BOUND 
Kathleen Camp is in Room 101 at the Royal Terrace 

Nursing Home in Olathe. Barbara James’ Aunt, Evelyn 

Marquardt is at Sharon Lane in Shawnee. Please 

remember these in your prayers and visitation. 

OUT OF TOWN 
Chris Edwards was out of town during last week on 

business. Wilba Hopkins was in Iola, KS visiting relatives 

last weekend. George Thomas was in Northeast Missouri 

on Wednesday night. 

POT LUCK DINNER 
Our monthly Pot Luck Dinner will be held next Sunday, 

March 7, following our AM worship. All are encouraged 

to come and enjoy the excellent food and company! 

MEN’S BUSINESS MEETING 
Our monthly Men’s Business Meeting will be held on 

Sunday March 14, following our AM worship. All men of 

the congregation are encouraged to attend this meeting. 

ATTENDANCE 
Sunday AM, 31; Sunday PM, NA; Wednesday PM, 31. 

“And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to 
the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye 
thankful.”  Colossians 3:15 

 

Those To Serve 
February 28, 2010 

 
BUILDING AND COMMUNION ..................... Nemechek 
 

MORNING WORSHIP 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS .......................... Stanley Anderson 
SONG LEADER .................................... George Thomas 
OPENING PRAYER ............................... Jeff Nemechek 
PRESIDE ........................................... John Cody Carter 
ASSIST ................................................... Trent Thrasher 
ASSIST .................................................... Steven Schleif 
CLOSING PRAYER .................................. John Dodson 
 

EVENING WORSHIP 
 
OPENING PRAYER ............................... Chris Edwards 
CLOSING PRAYER ..................................... Joel Nelson 
LORD’S SUPPER .............................. John Cody Carter 
 

WEDNESDAY Mar. 3rd 
 

SONG LEADER ...................................... Jeff Nemechek 
INVITATION ................................................ Joel Nelson 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 Sunday 
  Bible Study .................................... 9:30 AM 
  Morning Worship ......................... 10:30 AM 
  Evening Worship ........................... 6:00 PM 
 
 Wednesday 
  Ladies Bible Study ...................... 10:00 AM 
  Bible Study .................................... 7:00 PM 

 
Preacher: Ted J. Thrasher 

Phone: (913) 764-2325 
E-mail: olathecofc@sbcglobal.net 
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