LESSONS LEARNED FROM THE
SALVATION OF NOAH

Bible history reveals to us that God can grow weary
of striving with man. The longsuffering of Jehovah is a
marvelous blessing bestowed upon mankind, but the
Creator’s patience will not endure forever. It was during
the life of Noah that “Jehovah saw that the wickedness of
man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And it
repented Jehovah that he had made man on the earth,
and it grieved him at his heart” (Gen. 6:5-6).

The same God is looking out over the world today.
What does He see? Are there multitudes of people
everywhere seeking after righteousness? Hardly! Were it
not for God’s great love and mercy that fuels His desire
that no one perish but repent of their sins (2 Pet. 3:9), this
world and all therein would have already been consumed
with fire (2 Pet. 3:7, 10).

Let Us Learn That There Will Be A Divine Verdict.

The wisdom of man will not prevail. The decision of
the Supreme Court is not the final decision. God
promised, “I will destroy man whom I have created from
the face of the ground; both man, and beast, and
creeping things, and birds of the heavens; for it repenteth
me that I have made them” (Gen. 6:7).

God created man to serve Him and to do right, but
man chose to do wrong and serve his own selfish
interests. God thus told Noah, “The end of all flesh is
come before me; for the earth is filled with violence
through them; and, behold, 1 will destroy them with the
earth” (Gen. 6:13). The cause of this Divine verdict is
clearly set forth in Genesis 6:12: “And God saw the
earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had
corrupted their way upon the earth.”

The people of Noah’s day did not escape the Divine
verdict. Neither will the people of today’s world! Man
may pride himself in his perverted wickedness and even
declare God’s laws to be discriminatory and unacceptable.
But when God elects to send His Son to judge this world,
it will be remembered that He promised His Son would
come “with the angels of his power in flaming fire,
rendering vengeance to them that know not God, and to
them that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus: who shall
suffer punishment, even eternal destruction from the face
of the Lord and from the glory of his might” (2 Thess. 1:7-
9).

Let Us Learn That There Is A Divine Plan.

Most people today subscribe to the “church of your
choice” philosophy. Men promote a human plan of
salvation while ignoring the Divine Plan of salvation. Just
remember that God told Noah, “Make thee an ark of
gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt
pitch it within and without with pitch” (Gen. 6:14). The
ark was not to be constructed according to man’s
imagination. Genesis 6:15 says, “And this is how thou
shalt make it” — there was a pattern or Divine Plan to be
followed. Noah and his family would not have survived
the flood had not God revealed the way of deliverance.
There is a Divine Plan of salvation today. No one will be
saved who refuses to comply with the way of deliverance.
No one will be saved except by the gospel’s saving power
(Rom. 1:16). The gospel must be proclaimed, believed,
and obeyed (1 Cor. 15:1-4). The Divine Plan of salvation
involves hearing the Word of God (Rom. 10:17),
believing the Word (Mark 16:16), repenting of sin (Luke
13:3), a confession (Rom. 10:9-10), and baptism for the
remission of sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16).

Let Us Learn That
There Has Been A Divine Warning.

Did not God declare that He would bring the
flood upon the earth to destroy it (Gen. 6:17)? Noah
preached for 100 years while the ark was being built,
but the people refused to heed the warning (cf. Gen.
5:32 with 7:6; 1 Pet. 3:20). God has graciously
warned all today that salvation is found only in
Christ (2 Tim. 2:10). Only by obedience to the
Divine Plan of salvation can one be found in Christ
(cf. Heb. 5:8-9).

Let Us Learn That There Is A Divine Invitation.

People must distinguish between the invitation of
man and the invitation of God. He who provided for
the ark extended the invitation to Noah to enter the
ark (Gen. 7:1). The Lord who shed His blood on
Calvary to purchase His church (Acts 20:28) invites
all to be a member of His church. One must enter the
Lord’s church on His terms. The Lord is the head of
His church which is His body (Eph. 1:22-23), and
this leaves absolutely no authority for man. The
invitation to Noah was to enter the ark that was built
according to Divine instructions. To be saved today,
all men have an invitation to enter the Lord’s church
that was built according to Divine instructions. This
rules out all churches that wear the names of men
and are built on man-made creeds!

“And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the
things which I say” (Luke 6:46)? We learn from
Noah that God’s way is not man’s way. Just as man’s
boat would not have floated in Noah’s day, man’s
church will not save one today!

Marvin L. Weir from Bonham St. Beacon




ANNIVERSARY

Cleo and Marion Stone, 02-19; 65th Congratulations!

BIRTHDAY
Julia Thrasher, 02-17.

ILL

Sunday: Jared Nelson; Clara Scott; Millie Robertson
(PM). Wednesday: Joel Nelson.

Millie Robertson is waiting to be scheduled for surgery.
Clara Scott is recovering from knee surgery at home.
Tom Tucker was released from SMMC on Tuesday and
has been recovering at home. Verna Hanson was taken to
the emergency room last week for pain in her neck and
left arm. She is scheduled for tests later.

Those battling cancer: Ledgia Campbell, Betty James
and Cleo Stone. Please remember these in your prayers.

HOME BOUND

Kathleen Camp is in Room 101 at the Royal Terrace
Nursing Home in Olathe. Marion Stone is at home.
Barbara James’ aunt, Evelyn Marquardt is at the Sweet
Life of Rosehill in Shawnee. Please remember these in
your prayers and visitation.

OUT OF TOWN

John and Barbara James departed on January 29 for a two
month stay in Arizona. John and Debra Gragg were
vacationing in Hawaii last week. Chris Edwards was
away on business on Wednesday. Robin Brown was away
on business on Wednesday.

SATURDAY SEMINAR

“Great Bible Words” is the theme of the Saturday
Seminar on February 21 at the 39th Street congregation in
Independence. Lessons begin at 9:30; 10:30 and 11:30.
See the flyer in the foyer for detailed information.

ATTENDANCE
Sunday AM, NA; Sunday PM, NA; Wednesday PM, 32.

Those To Serve
February 15, 2009

BUILDING AND COMMUNION..........ccoemrrrnssnnnenns Brown
MORNING WORSHIP

ANNOUNCEMENTS......coiieirreeirrenereennenes Joel Nelson
SONG LEADER........cccocmmrrrrirrninnnnens George Thomas
OPENING PRAYER........ccooreirreeirrenirenanns Steve Brown
PRESIDE.......c..coiieeiireeirressrsesssnsssssnsnsssnes Jared Nelson
ASSIST ... e Jeff Nemechek
ASSIST ... e ans John James
CLOSING PRAYER............cccciiiinnenas John Cody Carter

EVENING WORSHIP

OPENING PRAYER ..., Trent Thrasher
CLOSING PRAYER.......ccccccovininnnmmnnnnnnnns John Dodson
LORD’S SUPPER.........ccccoriimrinnrinnninanns Jared Nelson
WEDNESDAY 18th
SONG LEADER.........corrrrrrrrnneeennnnnnns Jared Nelson
INVITATION ... John Cody Carter
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday
Bible Study .......ccccvvveeeeeiie 9:30 AM
Morning Worship.........cooeeeveeeeen. 10:30 AM
Evening Worship ......cccccooeiiiiinneee. 6:00 PM
Wednesday
Ladies Bible Study ...................... 10:00 AM
Bible Study ... 7:00 PM

Preacher: Ted J. Thrasher
Phone: (913) 764-2325
E-mail: olathecofc@sbcglobal.net

CHURCH OF CHRIST
515 WEST PARK
P.O. BOX 482
OLATHE, KANSAS 66051
www.kc-cofc.org/olathe.htm
www.oabs.org/olathe.asp




