KEEPING THE CHURCH SAVED

For years the Lord’s church taught rightly that the alien
sinner must submit to and obey the will of God to be saved.
However, today many congregations that profess to be the
Lord’s church believe in a “grace only” concept of salvation.
Denominationalism has long pointed to Christ’s finished work
at Calvary as if such work did away with man’s free moral
agency and obligation to save himself “from this crooked
(perverse - NAS, NKIJ) generation” (Acts 2:40). It was the
apostle of love who said, “He that saith, I know him, and
keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in
him” (1 John 2:4). This one verse of Scripture is sufficient to
destroy the erroneous “faith only” doctrine as the present tense
force of “keepeth” indicates that the one who ‘“keeps on not
keeping his commandments is a liar” (Robertson’s Word
Pictures in the New Testament).

Neither is the “once saved, always saved” man devised
doctrine true, but many brethren are now living their lives in a
way that indicates they believe it. The apostle Peter makes it
abundantly clear that a child of God can apostatize and lose
his soul. Peter declared,

For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the
world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein and
overcome, the last state is become worse with them
than the first. For it were better for them not to have
known the way of righteousness, than, after knowing
it, to turn back from the holy commandment
delivered unto them. It has happened unto them
according to the true proverb, The dog turning to his
own vomit again, and the sow that had washed to
wallowing in the mire” (2 Peter 2:20-22).

The Holy Bible emphasizes many things that the church
must do to keep saved. Let us note three things that are sorely
needed but sadly neglected in many churches of Christ today.

First, the church must teach on and demand moral
purity among the lives of its members. It is a terrible and

tragic shame that immodesty and immorality are tolerated in
many congregations under the guise of love for the brethren.
Members of the body of Christ do not have the option of
dressing like the world dresses and living like the world lives.
When a Christian will not speak out against lascivious dress and
immoral lifestyles, he actually encourages such ungodly
behavior.

The church at Corinth was proud of the fact that they were
tolerant of sexual immorality among some of their members. The
apostle Paul rebuked these brethren and reminded them “a little
leaven leaveneth the whole lump” (1 Corinthians 5:6). Sin, like
a raging fire, will always spread if allowed to have its way. The
righteous can have no fellowship with the ungodly (cf. 2
Corinthians 6:14). Moral purity is a must if the church is going to
be saved.

Second, the church must practice discipline as taught
in the Scriptures to preserve truth and strengthen the
saints. When faced with unrighteousness in the lives of
members, most congregations today can recall “Judge not, that
ve be not judged” (Matthew 7:1) while conveniently forgetting
the command to “judge not according to appearance, but
judge righteous judgment” (John 7:24). Judgment without true
facts or based upon appearance is condemned, but judgment
based upon the fruit of one’s actions is commended and
commanded (cf. Matt. 7:16-20).

A child of God who is out of step in his walk with the
Lord and refuses to repent is to be “marked” or withdrawn from.
Yes, this applies to those guilty of immorality (1 Cor. 5:11-13),
those who are false teachers (Romans 16:17), and those who are
promoting ungodly division and sowing discord (Titus 3:10).
In fact, church discipline applies to any member who has
chosen to continue to walk in a “disorderly” manner. The
Bible says, “Now we command you, brethren, in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every
brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition
which they received of us” (2 Thessalonians 3:6).

Third, sufficient teaching must be done on the
uniqueness and identity of the Lord’s church. Many
brethren are no longer faithful soldiers of the cross
because they have decided to offend no one and please
everybody. In these congregations, bold denunciation of
false doctrine and denominationalism is a thing of the past.
How can one be led to Christ if he is not shown the way
(cf. John 14:6)?

Some brethren now opt for seminars instead of
gospel meetings. They have given up preaching the
gospel to acquaint their friends and neighbors with the
New Testament principles of worship, doctrine and
church organization. But the Bible still says that the
gospel is God’s power to save (Rom. 1:16), and no faithful
child of God will ever be ashamed of proclaiming it in its
purity and simplicity. The Bible warns to those who will
hear: “But speak thou the things which befit the sound
doctrine” (Titus 2:1).

Marvin L. Weir from FCGN

IN CHRIST WE HAVE...

A love that can never be fathomed;

A life that can never die;

A righteousness that can never be tarnished;
A peace that can never be understood;

A rest that can never be disturbed;

A joy that can never be diminished;

A hope that can never be disappointed;
A glory that can never be clouded;

A light that can never be darkened;

A happiness that can never be enfeebled;
A purity that can never be defiled;

A beauty that can never be marred;

A wisdom that can never be baffled;
Resources that can never be exhausted.
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BIRTHDAYS
Myron Nebergall, 01-19.

ILL

Wednesday: Clara Scott.

Those battling cancer: Jamal Abyad, Diane Cannon,
David Cole, and Ledgia Campbell. Please remember
these, as well as: Meredith Greer, Millie Robertson, Allen
Scott, and Ralph and Helen Franklin.

HOME BOUND

Bob Adams resides at Room D-4 of the Johnson County
Nursing Center in Olathe. Marion Stone is at home.
Please remember these in your prayers and visitation.

SYMPATHY

Our sympathy is extended to Gary Cole and his family in
the passing of his uncle in Enid, OK on Wednesday.

OUT OF TOWN

Melissa Cole was visiting her uncle in Tennessee last
week. The Edward’s were on a vacation cruise last week.

MEN’S BUSINESS MEETING

Our monthly Men’s Business Meeting will be held this
Sunday, January 14 following our AM worship.

BUDGET PRESENTATION

Our dedicated treasurer, George Thomas, will present the
2007 budget in the auditorium at 5 PM this Sunday.

INDIA MISSIONS

Jim O’Connor and John Shafer will leave for India on
January 15 and return on February 14.

SATURDAY SEMINAR

“Great Bible Battles” is the theme for the study on
January 20 at the 39" Street congregation. See the flyer in
the foyer for details.

ATTENDANCE
Sunday AM, 50; Sunday PM, 42; Wednesday PM, 39.

Those To Serve
January 14, 2007

BUILDING AND COMMUNION...........coccerrnnne Nemechek
MORNING WORSHIP

ANNOUNCEMENTS.....cccoiieirreeireenerennnnes Joel Nelson
SONG LEADER........ccooorrrrrrrinnnnnnnns George Thomas
OPENING PRAYER. ... Gary Cole
PRESIDE.........coiieerirreirsenenenssrsnannennnns John Dodson
ASSIST ... e an e ans John James
ASSIST ... e e en e David Parish
CLOSING PRAYER.......ccoeireeiirecreeireeenennenns Ken Greer

EVENING WORSHIP

OPENING PRAYER ... Steve Brown
CLOSING PRAYER......cccceiiiiiiiinnnnnas Myron Nebergall
LORD’S SUPPER..........cccceirmmmmmrrrrrrnnnnnns John Dodson
WEDNESDAY 17th
SONG LEADER........cccccrrrrreecceeeees Ted Thrasher
INVITATION ... George Thomas
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday
Bible Study ........cccvveeeeeeiie 9:30 AM
Morning Worship.........coooeeveeeeen. 10:30 AM
Evening Worship ......cccccooeiiiiinneee. 6:00 PM
Wednesday
Ladies Bible Study ...................... 10:00 AM
Bible Study ........ccvvveeeeeiiie 7:00 PM

Preacher: Ted J. Thrasher
Phone: (913) 764-2325
E-mail: olathecoc@sbcglobal.net

CHURCH OF CHRIST
515 WEST PARK
P.O. BOX 482
OLATHE, KANSAS 66051
www.kc-cofc.org/olathe.htm

www.oabs.org/olathe.asp




